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Description

Introductory description

This module will extend your knowledge of the subject of philosophy, and develop your
understanding of philosophy’s role within education. You will critically examine arguments about
the methods and purposes of philosophy, and broader traditions of philosophical thought. This will
enable you to think critically and reflectively about the educational value of philosophy and the
centrality of education to the practice of philosophy more broadly. The module is interdisciplinary,
and it includes both theoretical and practical components. It explores the way an understanding of
philosophical debates can help address complex problems in education, teaching and learning.
You will also have the opportunity to design, run and reflect on your own practical teaching activity
on this module. This will enable you to develop teaching skills, and skills in communicating
philosophical ideas to non-specialist and wider audiences.

Module web page

Module aims

1. To critically investigate different methods of enquiry used in philosophy, and different
traditions in philosophical thinking.

2. To critically analyse contemporary approaches to philosophy in schools and consider
alternatives.

3. To explore how practical issues and insights in education can shed new light on
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4.

5.

philosophical concepts and debates.

To examine how an understanding of philosophical assumptions about thinking, learning and
teaching can assist in teaching subjects

To examine how an understanding of the philosophical assumptions behind school curricula
can assist and enhance pupil learning.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.
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. The relationship between education and philosophy

. The nature of philosophical thinking

. Philosophical methods

. 'Analytic' and 'continental’ approaches to philosophy

. The role of experience, imagination and creativity in philosophy
. Philosophy’s relationship to art and literature

. Philosophy in schools and the educational value of philosophy

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Demonstrate systematic, critical and coherent understanding of established and state-of-the-
art conceptions of philosophy and philosophical thinking, including detailed knowledge of
their underlying assumptions

Effectively communicate philosophical ideas to specialist and non-specialist audiences,
using established and state of the art disciplinary, and interdisciplinary, techniques.

Deploy a range of established methods and techniques to review, consolidate and critically
analyse literature, extend arguments, and create and examples and illustrations

Show initiative in applying theoretical and conceptual arguments to practical educational
problems and issues, in a way that takes into account complex and unpredictable
educational contexts

Show initiative in applying practical issues and insights to the critique of, and extension of,
theoretical and conceptual arguments.
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Interdisciplinary

This module draws heavily on the discipline of philosophy

Subject specific skills

Students should demonstrate a critical understanding of -

 the underlying values, theories and concepts relevant to education

« the diversity of learners and the complexities of the education process

» the complexity of the interaction between learning and local and global contexts, and the
extent to which participants (including learners and teachers) can influence the learning
process

 the societal and organisational structures and purposes of educational systems, and the
possible implications for learners and the learning process

* theories, practice and research in the area of education

Transferable skills

 Active listening

Cognitive flexibility
Communication skills
Complex problem solving
Coordinating with others
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» Creativity

* Critical thinking

* Interpersonal and communication
» Personal development skills

» Persuading/influencing

* Reasoning

» Team working

Study

Study time

Type Required Optional

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Tutorials (0%) 1 session of 15 minutes
Practical classes 1 session of 3 hours (2%)

Private study 120 hours (80%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Independent study hours include background reading, completing reading/other tasks in
preparation for timetabled teaching sessions, undertaking research using the library resources,
follow-up reading work, working on individual and group projects, the completion of formative and
summative assignments, revision.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A2

Weighting Study time
Reflective Assignment 15%
A 1,000-word reflective assignment.



Weighting Study time
Assessed Essay 85%
A 2,000-word essay.

Feedback on assessment

Tutorials \\nPeer feedback on reflective pieces and whole group feedback during seminar
\r\nWritten feedback on all assessed pieces

Availability

Courses
This module is Optional for:

* Year 2 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic
and Foundations

This module is Core option list B for:

* UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy

This module is Core option list F for:

 UMAA-GV18 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year
> Year 4 of GV18 Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year
o Year 4 of GV18 Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year

This module is Option list A for:

* Year 4 of UPHA-VL79 BA in Philosophy with Psychology (with Intercalated year)
* Year 3 of UEQA-X35B Undergraduate Education Studies
« UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
* UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and
Foundations
o Year 3 of GV19 Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and Foundations
o Year 4 of GV19 Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and Foundations

This module is Option list B for:



« UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
o Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy
* Year 3 of UPHA-VQ72 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature
* Year 4 of UPHA-VQ73 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature with Intercalated Year

This module is Option list D for:

* UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy
o Year 2 of V1V5 History and Philosophy
o Year 3 of V1V5 History and Philosophy
* Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)
* Year 2 of UHIA-V1V7 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with a term in Venice)



